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11 Decexber 1957

RSC BRIEFING NROTE

SBOVIET ICBM AND OTHER BALLISTIC
MISSILES
A, The intelligence community has re-evalmated its
estimate® on Soviet ICBN program, advancing the date
of probable first operational capability (from 1960-1961)
to some time in the period mid-1988 to mid-1959,

1. This date refers to availability of up
toc 10 prototype ICBMs with high-yield nuclear
warheads in hands of trained personnel at
completed launching facilities,

8. Characteristics will probably approximate
6,500 nautieal miles maximum range, accuracy
about 5 nautical mile CEP, system reliadbility of
about 30 percent, Possible that maximum range
will be somewhet shorter {(Army holds at least
3,800-4,800 miles) but in any case sufficlent to
reach the US,
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3. Projecting forward, we estimate that opera-~
tional capability with 100 ICBMs could probably be
achieved abowt one year after first operational capa-
bility, and with 500 ICBMs about two or at most three
years after first operational capability (i.e., mid-1960

to mid-1962).

B. Re-eveluation is result of impressive Soviet testing since
mid-1987, weighed against background of Boviet ballistic
missile sxperience and our estimate that ICEM program has

very high priority if not actually on "crash" basis,

1. Basic propulsion systems {100-ton thrust

engines) probably available since 1952 and Soviets now

. well on their way toward solution of other JICBM problems.
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C. IRBM of 1, 000 nautical mile maximum range could
probably become operational in 1958, hased on scaling up
of 700-mile missile which we believe probably operational

eince 1956.

1. Our current bellef is that Soviets probably
temporarily satisiled with 1, 000 mils missile as their
IRBM and are placing top priority on achieving opera-
tional ICBM.

2. Many of the presant targete on Eurasian
periphery which we believe the USSR would wish to
attack would be within range oi a 700-mile missile fired
from within the Bloc; most would be within range of a

1, 000 -mile missile.

Approved For Release 200110.?6 i CITQ}QISP79R00890A000900040002-2



Approved For Release 2001/08/08 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000900040002-2

)\ N

Fr g Nationel e Fatimates on First Operationsl Avell-
ability of Soviet ICEM

5 October 195ht "....it probahly could have ready for series produce
tion in sbout 1963 (or at the eerliest possible date in 1960) an

I0BM with & high yleld nuclear warhead and a CEP of woughly 5 nsutical
miles.®

20 December 1955: "We now estimste that as soon as 1960-1961 the
USSR counld have resdy for series produstion an ICEM of 5500 nautical
mile range, with a large ylald nuolear warhead and a CEP of roughly
5 nauticsl miles,®

571 Same eatimate as in December 1955, noting that at
this date (1960.1961) first undt could probably be ready for opera-
tion with prototype ICHMas,

.
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